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Douglas Anderson Summer Reading Assignments 2019-20 

Incoming Douglas Anderson students should complete their summer reading assignments by the first day of school. Students should read 

actively and take notes on their reading. Because the first few weeks of the quarter are devoted to assessment and class activities related to these 

texts, a student’s success in the course rests heavily on a close study of the summer reading books. Parents may contact the DA office about 

their concerns regarding summer reading assignments. 

 

9th grade - ALL FRESHMEN READ THE FOLLOWING WORK: 

 The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride (no specified ISBN)  From Amazon.com:  “Who is 

Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared ‘light-skinned’ woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love [with] her twelve black 

children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a 

poignant and powerful debut.”  We chose this text primarily because it is non-fiction. The Common Core Standards are primarily focused 

on non-fiction, and we want to expose our students to strong narrative examples of non-fiction in order to set them up for the rest of the 

year. This text also has a diverse cast of characters: the narrator’s father is African-American and his mother is a Conservative Jew. The 

narrator is a musician, and we thought our students, as artists, would relate to his experience.  

Summer reading will be assessed using the following standards: 

RL.1.1 – Cite text evidence 

RL.1.2 – Determine a theme of a text 

RL.1.3 – Analyze how complex characters develop and impact the text 

RL.2.4 – Determine meaning of words and phrases 

 

 

 

 

10th grade - Please research the following books, and choose ONE or more to study before school starts in August.  

 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 

 All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

 Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier 
 

Summer reading will be assessed using the following standards: 

RL.1.1 – Cite text evidence 

RL.1.3 – Analyze character development 

RL.2.4 – Analyze the impact of Word Choice 

RL.2.5 – Text structures 
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11th grade - ALL JUNIORS READ THE FOLLOWING WORK: 

 The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne (no specified ISBN) From Wikipedia: “Set in 17th-century Puritan Boston, Massachusetts 

during the years 1642 to 1649, [the novel] tells the story of Hester Prynne, who conceives a daughter through an adulterous affair and 

struggles to create a new life of repentance and dignity. Throughout the book, Hawthorne explores themes of legalism, sin, and guilt.”  

NOTE: Do not read “The Custom House” introduction this summer.  We will read and discuss this part of the novel in class. 

Summer reading will be assessed using the following standards: 

RL.1.2 – Analyze and compare themes, central ideas and topics  

RL.2.4 – Analyze language 

RL.2.4 – Understand connotative meaning 

RL.2.4 – Understand figurative meaning 

RL.1.3 – Advancing the Plot through Characterization and Setting 

RL.2.6 - Determine and analyze author’s purpose and perspective 

RL 2.6 – Analyze style and point of view 

RL.2.5 – Analyze Structure 

 

 

12th grade - ALL SENIORS READ THE FOLLOWING WORK: 

 The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien (no specified ISBN) This critically acclaimed novel of the Viet Nam war generates discussion 

of the importance of storytelling, the effects of war on soldiers, the emotional and long-lasting burdens of war, and the nature of truth. 

 

Summer reading will be assessed using the following standards: 

RL.1.1 – Cite textual evidence  

RL.1.2 – Determine two or more themes 

RL.1.3 – Analyze the impact of author’s choices regarding how to relate elements of a story 

RL.2.4 – Determine figurative meaning 

RL.1.3 – Advancing the Plot through Characterization and Setting 

RL.2.5 – Analyze how an author’s choices contribute to overall structure and meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puritan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hester_Prynne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Repentance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dignity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legalism_(theology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guilt_(emotion)
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PLEASE SEE BELOW FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING AP LANGUAGE AND AP LITERATURE SUMMER 

RUBRICS 

 

 

Summer Reading Test—AP Language and AP Literature 

10-Point Rubric  

10 The answer demonstrates clear insight and in-depth understanding of the text.  The answer is specific and well-

supported with cleverly chosen examples. The writing is impressive, with very few errors. 

8 The answer demonstrates an obvious understanding of the text, but it may be less insightful, specific, or well-

supported.  The writing is above average and has minimal errors. 

7 The answer demonstrates familiarity with the text, but the support used is minimal.  The answer does not give 

evidence of having a mature understanding of the text.  The writing may contain noticeable errors. 

6 The answer possesses too much summary of the text, rather than directly addressing the essay prompt.  The 

answer may be too general and lack specific examples.  The writing may contain distracting errors. 

4 The answer attempts to address the question but is too brief or exhibits a noticeable lack of understanding.  The 

writer may simply substitute summary for addressing the issue raised by the prompt.  The writing may contain 

distracting errors. 

0 No attempt is made to answer the question, the answer is off-topic, or the response does not show evidence of 

familiarity with the text in question. 

 

 

 


